298                         MEMOIRS OF

somebody else soon restored her to herself. The attack
upon her was quelled by her seasonable resolution, and
poor Digges soon completed the evidence of its injustice,
as well as cruelty, by making his son write for him cthat
he had paid to Mrs. Siddons no money whatever, and had
written a letter expressing his obligation to her; that, as he
understood it had been mislaid, he with great pleasure
repeated his acknowledgments.'

The more I reflect upon this affair, the more astonished
I am that Brereton, who acted Lewson this very evening
in the play, neither came voluntarily forward, nor was
called for, to my remembrance, by the audience. If his
letter was deemed unsatisfactory, and he knew that what
he intended to amend it could not appear till the day
following, when he heard a shower of revilings whistling
about the head of a lady to whom he was so proud to
profess his obligations, what so natural, so manly, or so
proper, as to step forward with frankness and spirit, and
assure the people, from authority that could not be ques-
tioned, cthat he had never sanctioned, by a murmur, the
calumny of which he was the subject, that no attempts, if
such could be made, would ever induce him to palter in
any declaration called for by the public: that Mrs. Siddons
had done all, and more than he had any right to look for,
and that this would always be his feeling with respect to
her ?'

For some time after annoyance constantly attended her
coming upon the stage. She used to acknowledge by a
reverence the applause by which it was overborne, and go
on steadily with the character; but it flattened her manner
for a few evenings. Before the subject of provincial
benefits is quite dropped, I confess I somewhat doubt the
propriety of an opinion formerly delivered by me, and
think more favourably of the right of leading actors to the
aid of such stars as occupy the public attention strongly.
When such a prodigy for instance as Mrs. Siddons has
been acting for twenty nights anywhere, what, chance is
there that a profitable house can be obtained without her ?
Besides, if such aid be of vital importance to him who is
assisted, it should not be forgotten that it is one source of